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Hemphill: Mayor has a bad case of 
red eye

It was quite a shock to enter my kitchen first thing in the morning and find 
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders standing there. 

It seems that my wife had left the coffee pot on. Mayor Sanders’s antenna 
discovered the red light on the coffee machine and thought it was a live 
camera. 

OK, that is a bit of a stretch, but I did see Mayor Sanders heading a press 
conference right after the Vista school non-shooting. The mayor was with 
San Diego school officials to assure parents that their children were safe. 

Excuse me, but that is a problem in so many different ways. First, the 
mayor has nothing to do with schools — Vista, Poway, San Diego, or 
anywhere. But then, a press conference is a press conference is a press 
conference – to paraphrase Gertrude Stein. 

In the pantheon of jobs that Americans won’t do, apparently one of them is 
to tell Mr. Mayor that he is overexposed. The man just loves the camera 
eye. 

Personally, I would be a lot more sanguine about political performance if the 
streets didn’t have so many potholes, the water pipes did not erupt daily 
and the city was actually addressing the pension problem. 

Those problems alone would be enough to require Mr. Mayor to spend more 
than full time in his office, but he is everywhere except pitching for the 
Padres and conducting the San Diego Symphony. (Please do not suggest 
that to him.) 

I understand that Senator Schumer and the Revs. Sharpton and Jackson 
have applied to the mayor’s office to take lessons on how to get in front of a 
working camera. Heck, Donald Trump could take some lessons from Mr. 
Mayor. 

Generally, it certainly appears that Mayor Sanders is doing a decent job. At 
election time he was certainly the lesser of the two available evils. In the 
midst of his mayorship he inherited the mantle of a “strong mayor.” The 
relationship between the mayor and the City Council went from first among 
equals to a separate and powerful position. 

The trials (figuratively and literally) of the City Council and a quirky city 
attorney leave so much to be desired that perhaps Mr. Mayor is providing an 
alternative circus – but more likely Mr. Mayor is simply running for his next 
term or for higher office, and there is all of that free face time available. 

Why not take advantage of it? Well, for one thing, it is unseemly to so 
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obviously hog the limelight. He is photogenic, articulate, knowledgeable, 
affable, but he is more visible than a ubiquitous TV anchorman. I have often 
changed TV channels during the news, only to find Mr. Mayor wall-to-wall on 
every news broadcast simultaneously – and not because of some breaking 
city news, but just getting face time for mundane ribbon-cutting reasons. 

Mr. Mayor is a TV anchorman without portfolio, available anytime, 
anywhere, no “green room” necessary, and no exclusive TV station contract 
negotiations. 

There is little hope for a change in Mr. Mayor’s behavior – so I am removing 
the light in my refrigerator.  
 
Hemphill can be reached at ahemphill@cox.net.  
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