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Our Feckless European " Friends"

eemsthecountriesarechoosing up sidesfor thewar
with Iraqg, and most countriesare opting out.
Germany, France, Saudi Arabia...even Great Britain
wherethe government favorsthe U.S. but the
population demurs.

Asl seeit,therearetwo possiblereactionstothis. First, and
probably themost likely scenario,istogoit alone. After all,
who caresif we have France, Germany or Saudi Arabia on our
side...none, alone or combined would reducethetimerequired
todefeat Iraq by thirty minutes. Theupper echelon of the
armed forces of all of thesecountriesfully understand this.
Every Saudi pilot will tell you that inafirefight with U.S.
pilots, thekill ration would be 50-1, and only that because
some American planeswould suffer mechanical failure.

It can beargued that “allies” simply hold back American
troopsbecause of problemswith language, communications
frequencies, maneuvers, etc. Basically, “allies” are a useful
political cover exercise.

Our problem thenisnot military support,itispolitical support
—ifthatisimportanttous. | arguethatitisn’t, butifitis, we
arenot goingtogetit for avery good reason: No other
countryisanimmediatetarget. If France or Germany thought
they weregoingtolose Parisor Bonn, they would have a
different theory of action. Since Americaistheonly
Superpower, we arethetarget and everyoneiswilling to feed



thealligator hopingthealligator will eat them last. Actually,
they hopethat someoneelsewill kill thealligator BEFORE it
feedson them.

Recognizing that, if Americawanted to play hardball —and
that isareasonableoptionin adeadly game—we could re-
institutethevery successful MAD...Mutually Assured
Destruction. But thistimewith a twist.

MAD kept the Soviets at bay simply becausewe had the
power to kill multiplied millions of their citizens, should we
be attacked. That isan option with Iraq...wecould tell Iraq
thatin view of theworld opposition to our attacking
Irag...wewill not doso. BUT, if any of our citiesare
attacked with a“weapon of massdestruction” from ANY
source, Baghdad will bean immediate nuclear target —aswill
beasimilar-sized French city, and a German city, and a
Saudi city...becausethey elected to stand aside whilewe
became the target.

Thereisnoreason for Americatotakeall of the casualtiesin
the attack on the West just because Europeis feckless.
Mutually Assured Destruction meansjust that...mutually.

Perhapsthereisanother way to get the populations of
EuropeandtheMiddle East tounderstand that they are not
spectatorsin thisdeadly game. | hope so, but | am not
adversetousingthemight of Americato protect America.

Intheend, MAD isnot goingto beour decision...we aregoing
togoit alone.

Suitsme...itisalessdangerousoption. But it would be
interestingtosurfacetheideawith our feckless European
"friends." My own opinionisthat Europehasridden on a
gravy train that we have fueled for too many gener ations.

M any generationsago, my family moved from Pennsylvania
toNorth Carolina becausethey tired of protectingthe
Quakersfromthelndians, when the Quakerswould not help
protect themselves.

| undersdtand.
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