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eems  the  countr i e s  are  choos ing  up  s ides  for  the  war
with  Iraq ,  and most  countr ies  are  opt ing  out .
Germany,  France ,  Saudi  Arabia…even  Great  Br i ta in
where  the  government  favors  the  U .S .  bu t  the
populat ion demurs.

As  I  s ee  i t ,  there  are  two  pos s ib l e  r eac t ions  to  th i s .  F i r s t ,  and
probab ly  the  mos t  l ike ly  s cenar io ,  i s  t o  go  i t  a lone .  Af ter  a l l ,
who  cares  i f  we  have  France ,  Germany  or  Saudi  Arabia  on  our
s ide…none ,  a lone  or  combined  would  reduce  the  t ime  required
to  de fea t  I raq  by  th ir ty  minutes .   The  upper  eche lon  o f  the
armed  forces  o f  a l l  o f  these  countr i e s  fu l ly  unders tand  th i s .
Every  Saudi  p i lo t  wi l l  t e l l  you  that  in  a  f i re f ight  wi th  U .S .
p i lo t s ,  the  k i l l  ra t ion  would  be  50-1 ,  and  on ly  that  because
some American  p lanes  would  suf fer mechanica l  fa i lure .

I t  can  be  argued  that  “a l l i e s”  s imply  ho ld  back  American
troops  because  o f  problems  wi th  language ,  communicat ions
f requenc i e s ,  maneuvers ,  e t c .  Bas i ca l l y,  “a l l i e s”  are  a  use fu l
p o l i t i c a l  c o v e r  e x e r c i s e .

Our problem then i s  not  mi l i tary  support ,  i t  i s  po l i t ica l  support
–  i f  tha t  i s  important  to  us .  I  argue  tha t  i t  i sn ’ t ,  but  i f  i t  i s ,  we
a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  i t  f o r  a  v e r y  g o o d  r e a s o n :  N o  o t h e r
country  i s  an  immediate  target .  I f  France  or  Germany thought
they  were  go ing  to  l o se  Par i s  or  Bonn ,  they  wou ld  have  a
d i f f erent  theory  o f  ac t ion .  S ince  Amer ica  i s  the  on ly
Superpower,  we  are  the  targe t  and  ever yone  i s  w i l l ing  to  f eed
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the  a l l i ga tor hop ing  the  a l l i ga tor wi l l  ea t  them las t .  Actua l ly,
they  hope  tha t  someone  e l s e  w i l l  k i l l  the  a l l i ga tor  BEFORE i t
f eeds  on  them.

Recogniz ing  that ,  i f  Amer ica  wanted  to  p lay  hardbal l  –  and
that  i s  a  reasonab le  opt ion  in  a  dead ly  game  –  we  cou ld  re -
ins t i tu te  the  very  success fu l  MAD…Mutual ly  Assured
Des truc t ion .  But  th i s  t ime  wi th  a  twi s t .

MAD kept  the  Sov i e t s  a t  bay  s imply  because  we  had  the
power  to  k i l l  mul t ip l i ed  mi l l ions  o f  the ir  c i t i zens ,  should  we
be  a t tacked .  That  i s  an  opt ion  wi th  Iraq…we could  te l l  I raq
that  in  v iew o f  the  wor ld  oppos i t ion  to  our  a t tack ing
Iraq…we wi l l  no t  do  so .  BUT,  i f  any  o f  our  c i t i e s  are
at tacked  wi th  a  “weapon o f  mass  des truct ion”  from ANY
source ,  Baghdad wi l l  be  an  immediate  nuc lear  target  –  as  wi l l
be  a  s imi lar- s i zed  French  c i ty,  and  a  German c i ty,  and  a
Saud i  c i ty…because  they  e l ec t ed  to  s tand  as ide  wh i l e  we
b e c a m e  t h e  t a r g e t .

T h e re  i s  n o  re a s o n  f o r A m e r i c a  t o  t a k e  a l l  o f  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n
t h e  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  We s t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  E u ro p e  i s  f e c k l e s s .
Mutual ly  Assured  Destruct ion  means  jus t  that…mutual ly.

Perhaps  there  i s  ano ther  way  to  ge t  the  popu la t ions  o f
Europe  and  the  Middle  Eas t  to  unders tand  that  they  are  not
spec ta tors  in  th i s  dead ly  game .  I  hope  so ,  but  I  am not
adverse  to  us ing  the  might  o f  Amer ica  to  pro tec t  Amer ica .

In  the  end ,  MAD i s  no t  go ing  to  be  our  dec i s ion…we are  go ing
t o  g o  i t  a l o n e .

Su i t s  me…it  i s  a  l e s s  dangerous  opt ion .  But  i t  would  be
in teres t ing  to  sur face  the  idea  w i th  our  f eck le s s  European
"fr iends ."  My own opin ion  i s  that  Europe  has  r idden on  a
gravy  t ra in  tha t  we  have  fue l ed  for  too  many  genera t ions .

Many generat ions  ago ,  my fami ly  moved from Pennsy lvania
to  Nor th  Caro l ina  because  they  t i red  o f  pro tec t ing  the
Quakers  from the  Indians ,  when  the  Quakers  would  not  he lp
p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s .

I  undersdtand.


